On JFK-Cuban Connection 



Washington — (AP) — A reputed 
underworld chief’s refusal to say 
whether he knew in advance that 
President John F. Kennedy would be 
assassinated may launch a new con- 
gressional investigation into the long- 
debated Cuban-Mafia connection with 
the murder. 

But the House Assassinations Com- 
mittee’s grilling of Santo Trafficante 
yesterday shed no light on how much 
evidence the panel has to support that 
connection. 

In a session reminiscent of the late 
Sen. Estes Kefauver’s racketeer hear- 
ings in the 1950s, Trafficante refused 



to answer any questions, even after he 
was threatened with contempt of Con- 
gress. ; 

The 62-year-old former Cuban gam- 
bling czar pleaded his rights underthe 
Fifth and other amendments more 
than a dozen times. 

The two key questions putto Traffi- 
cante — whether he knew in, advance 
that Kennedy was to be killed and 
whether he knew Jack Ruby, the man 

who killed Lee Harvey Oswald were 

raised by journalist-author George 
Crile 3d in a Washington Post article 
last year. 

Crile, a Harper’s Magazine editor, 
reported that a Cuban exile named 
Jose Aleman said Trafficante told him 




in September 1962 that Kennedy would Hoffa, a man who is a worker* who is 
be killed. not a millionaire, a friend of the blue , 

Trafficante, of Tampa, Ha., was collars?” Aleman quoted Trafficante. 
one of three underworld figures in- “He doesn’t know that this kind of en- 
volved with the CIA in an abortive at- counter is verjr delicate. Mark my 
tempt to slay Cuba Premier Fidel words, this man Kennedy is in trouble 
Castro in 10®), according to the old and he will get what is coming to 
Senate Intelligence Committee. him.” 

That Cdtnmitttee investigated the Crile reported that when Aleman ar- 

Cuban-Mafia angle two years ago as gued that Kennedy would be reelected 
part of its probe of CIA abuses. The in 1964, Trafficanted replied, “No, 
committee concluded that Castro was Jose, he is going to be hit.” ’ 

unlikely to have had a hand in Ken- Crile also quoted a British joufnal- 
nedy's slaying despite Castro’s knowl- ist, John Wilson, assaying thathe was 
edge of underworld plots against him. in a Havana prison with Trafficante in 

In Crile’s article, Aleman, an FBI 1959 and ffidt VJabk Ruby : visited 
informer at the time, was quoted as Trafficante there, 
saying that Trafficante charged John Crile quoted Aleman as say ing fie 
and Robert^ Kennedy, the ^attorney,, reported the conversation to the 
general, took graft and did nbt keep a hut agents took no notice of it until ' 
bargain. . ; after Kennedy was ass assin ate % ' 

“Have yottseen how his brother is Not 22, 1963. Two FBI agents tirafi 
hitting (Teamster Presided Jimm^k ^questioned Aleman at length. 




